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Numbers: Journey to God’s Rest

Numbers is the story of God leading His people, Israel, through 
wildernesses on their way to Canaan, the rest land He promised.

The journey moves from Mount Sinai to the plains of Moab, 
opposite Jericho.

– It was a brief journey in the dark unknown, demanding the 
utmost in trust and patience (Numbers 1:1-10:10).

– It is a long, aimless wandering in judgment for unbelief, 
consuming all but two of first census, 20 years and above 
(Numbers 10:11-20:29).

– It is a new and swift journey by the next generation with a 
few of the old leaders, to enter into the land of rest and 
blessing (Numbers 21:1-36:13)
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Theme and Purpose

The theme of Numbers is the consequence of disbelief and 
disobedience to the holy God. The Lord disciplined His people 
but remained faithful to His covenant promises in spite of their
fickleness.

Numbers displays the patience, holiness, justice, mercy, and 
sovereignty of God toward His people. 

It teaches that there are no shortcuts to His blessings – He 
uses trials and tests for specific purposes.

Numbers was written to trace the history of Israel’s 
wanderings from Sinai to Moab. But the fact that there was 
almost no record of the 38 years of wandering shows that 
Numbers is a very thematic history. It selects those events that
are important to the development of God’s redemptive program. 
The sins of the first generation were written as a reminder and a 
warning to the second generation. They must implicitly trust 
God before they can posses the land of blessing.
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C. The Budding of Aaron’s Rod (chapter 17)
D. The Responsibility of Priests and Levites 

(chapter 18)
E. The Red Heifer Sacrifice (chapter 19)
F. The Waters of Meribah, Edom, Aaron’s death 

(chapter 20)
G. Journey to Moab (chapters 21:1-22:1)
F. Balak and Balaam (chapters 22:2-24:25)
G. The Idolatry of Israel (chapter 25)

IV. Final Preparations for Entering Canaan 
(Numbers 26:1-36:13)

A. The Second Census (chapter 26)
B. Daughters of Zelophehad (chapter 27:1-11)
C. Joshua appointed as Moses’ Successor 

(chapter 27:12-23)
D. Laws concerning Offerings and Vows (chapters 

28-30)
E. The War against Midian (chapter 31)
F. Inheritance of Eastern Tribes (chapter 32)
G. Resume of the journey from Egypt (chapter 

33:1-49)
H. Final Instructions about Conquest and 

Inheritance (chapters 33:50-36:13)

I. Preparations for Travel (N umbers 1:1-
10:10)

A. The First Census (chapter 1)
B. The Order of the Tribes (chapter 2)
C. The Census and Duties of the Levites 

(chapters 3-4)
D. Cleansing and Consecration (chapters 5-6)
E. The Tabernacle Service (chapters 7-8)
E. The Supplementary Passover (chapter 9:1-14)
F. The Fiery Cloud and the Silver Trumpets 

(chapters 9:15-10:10)

II. The Journey to Kadesh Barnea
(Numbers 10:11-14:45)

A. The Departure from Sinai (chapters 10:11-36)
B. The Rebellion of the People (chapter 11)
C. The Rebellion of Miriam and Aaron (chapter 12)
D. Spying out the Promised Land (chapter 13)
E. God’s Judgment on Unbelief (chapter 14)

III. The Journey to the Plains of Moab 
(Numbers 15:1-22:1)

A. Covenant Statutes Reviewed (chapter 15)
B. The Rebellion of Korah (chapter 16)

Detailed Outline of the Book of Numbers
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Marching in Victory and Defeat 

(Numbers 21)

A. The Power of God (v1-3)
B. The Grace of God (v4-9)
v4-5 Their Sin
v6 Their Punishment
v7 Their Repentance
v8-9 Their Deliverance
C. The Goodness of God (v10-20)
The Victory of God (v21-35)
v21-32 Victory over the Amorites
v33-35 Victory over Bashan

Balaam and the Moabites (Num 22-25)
Balaam and God’s Will (22:1-35)
• The King’s Request (22:1-20)
• The Donkey’s Resistance (22:21-30)
• The Angel’s Revelation (22:31-35)
Balaam and God’s Message (22:36-
24:25)
• The First Oracle (22:26-23:12) – a 
separated people
• The Second Oracle (23:13-26) – a 
conquering people
• The Third Oracle (23:27-24:14) – a 
prosperous people
• The Fourth Oracle (24:15-19) – a royal 
people
Balaam and God’s People (25:1-18)
• The Sin of Israel (25:1-9)
• The Courage of Phinehas (25:10-15)
• The Judgment of Midian (25:16-18)
Balaam and the Church Today
• The Way of Balaam (2 Peter 2:15)
• The Error of Balaam (Jude 11)
• The Teaching of Balaam (Revelation 
2:14)

Final Preparations for Entering Canaan (26:1-36:13)
A New Beginning (Numbers 26-30)
The Second Census (ch 26)

• The Tribal Inheritance (26:52-56)
•The Levitical Inheritance (26:57-62)

Daughters of Zelophehad (27:1-11) / The Family 
Inheritance/ Joshua appointed as Moses’ Successor 
(27:12-23)

• Moses and the Land (v12-14)
• Joshua the New Leader (v15-23)

Laws concerning Offerings & Vows (ch 28-30)
• Daily Offerings (28:1-10)
• Monthly Offerings (v11-15)
• Offerings for the Annual Fasts (28:16-29:40)
• Passover (v16)
• The Feast of Unleavened Bread (v17-25)
• The Feast of Weeks (v26-30)
• The Feast of Trumpets (29:1-6)
• The Day of Atonement (v7-11)
• The Feast of Tabernacles (v12-40)
• The Sanctity of Words (30:1-16)

• The Vow of a Man (v1-2)
• The Vow of a Single Woman (v3-8)
• The Vow of the Widow or a Divorcee (v9)
• The Vow of a Married Woman (v10-16)
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Focusing on Worship (Numbers 28:1-29:40)

• From the beginning of Israel’s national life, the secret of their 

success was a relationship to the Lord characterized by faith 

and obedience. The Jews were God’s covenant people, 

chosen by Him to do His will and ultimately bring the 

Redeemer into the world. Once Israel was settled in the land, 

they had to be careful to obey the Lord if they want continued 

blessings.

• Some of the instructions have already been given at Sinai 

while others are new.
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Matthew Henry on Numbers 27

Numbers 28 - Now that the people were numbered, orders given for the dividing 
of the land, and a general of the forces nominated and commissioned, one 
would have expected that the next chapter should begin the history of the 
campaign, or at least should give us an account of the ordinances of war; no, it 
contains the ordinances of worship, and provides that now, as they were on the 
point of entering Canaan, they should be sure to take their religion along with 
them, and not forget this, in the prosecution of their wars (Num_28:1, 
Num_28:2). The laws are here repeated and summed up concerning the 
sacrifices that were to be offered,  

I. Daily (Num_28:3-8).  
II. Weekly (Num_28:9, 10).  
III. Monthly (Num_28:11-15).  
IV. Yearly.  

1. At the passover (Num_28:16-25).  
2. At pentecost (Num_28:26-31). And the next chapter is concerning the 

annual solemnities of the seventh month.
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Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 28-29)

The Daily Sacrifices (Numbers 28:1-10)

1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Command the sons 
of Israel and say to them, 'You shall be careful to present My 
offering, My food for My offerings by fire, of a soothing aroma to 
Me, at their appointed time.'
McGee: Notice the emphasis—"My offering … my bread … my sacrifice … unto me." You recall 
from the Book of Leviticus that there were two kinds of offerings. Of the five offerings, three of 
them were sweet savor offerings; two of them were non-sweet savor offerings. The sweet savor
offerings represented the person of Christ; the non-sweet offerings speak of the work of Christ in 
redemption for you and me. Now here God is talking about sweet savor offerings, and He calls 
them My offerings. These offerings represent not what Christ has done for us, or our thoughts of 
Him, but they speak of what God thinks of Him.

Now what does this mean to you and me? We hear a lot today about worship and worship 
services. But how much is true worship in our services? How much is just aimless activity? Real 
worship is when we think God's thoughts after Him. This sweet savor offering which God speaks 
of as My offering, My bread, My sacrifice, represents what God thinks of Christ. God is satisfied 
with what Christ did for you and me on the cross. What about you? Are you satisfied with what 
Christ did for you on the cross?... Are you satisfied with who He is? If He is not the Son of God, 
then what He did is absolutely meaningless. True worship is a recognition of who He is and an 
adoration of His Person. In other words, it is thinking God's thoughts after Him.
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Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 28-29)

The Daily Sacrifices (Numbers 28:1-10)

3 And you shall say to them, 'This is the offering by fire which 
you shall offer to the LORD; two male lambs one year old
without defect as a continual burnt offering every day. 4 You 
shall offer the one lamb in the morning, and the other lamb you 
shall offer at twilight; 5 also a tenth of an ephah of fine flour for 
a grain offering, mixed with a fourth of a hin of beaten oil. 6 It is 
a continual burnt offering which was ordained in Mount Sinai as
a soothing aroma, an offering by fire to the LORD. 
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Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 28-29)

The Daily Sacrifices (Numbers 28:1-10)

7 ‘Then the libation with it shall be a fourth of a hin for each 
lamb, in the holy place you shall pour out a libation of strong 
drink to the LORD. 8 And the other lamb you shall offer at 
twilight; as the grain offering of the morning and as its libation, 
you shall offer it, an offering by fire, a soothing aroma to the 
LORD.

Clarke: Strong drink - The word שכר shechar, from shachar, to inebriate, 
signifies any kind of fermented liquors. This is exactly the same prohibition that 
was given in the case of John Baptist, Luk_1:15 : Οινον και σικερα ου µη
πιῃ· Wine and sikera he shall not drink. Any inebriating liquor, says St. Jerome, 
(Epist. ad nepot)., is called sicera, whether made of corn, apples, honey, dates, 
or other fruit. One of the four prohibited drinks among the Mohammedans in 
India is called sakar, (see the Hedaya, vol. iv., p. 158), which signifies inebriating 
drink in general, but especially date wine or arrack. From the original word 
probably we have borrowed our term cider or sider, which among us exclusively 
signifies the fermented juice of apples. 
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Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 

28-29)

The Daily Sacrifices (Numbers 28:1-10)

9 'Then on the sabbath day two male lambs one year old

without defect, and two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed 

with oil as a grain offering, and its libation: 10 This is the burnt 

offering of every sabbath in addition to the continual burnt 

offering and its libation. 

BKC: Num 28:9-10 - The second category of offerings pertained to the Sabbath 
Day. Though the Sabbath itself had been set apart (Exo_20:8-11), this is the 
first instruction given concerning Sabbath ritual. It consisted of regular burnt 
offerings, just described, plus two lambs a year old with their accompanying 
drink and grain offerings.
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Monthly Offerings (Numbers 28:11-15)

11 'Then at the beginning of each of your months you shall 
present a burnt offering to the LORD; two bulls and one ram, 
seven male lambs one year old without defect, 12 and three-
tenths of an ephah of fine flour for a grain offering, mixed with 
oil, for each bull; and two-tenths of fine flour for a grain offering, 
mixed with oil, for the one ram; 13 and a tenth of an ephah of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering for each lamb, for a 
burnt offering of a soothing aroma, an offering by fire to the 
LORD. 14 And their libations shall be half a hin of wine for a bull 
and a third of a hin for the ram and a fourth of a hin for a lamb; 
this is the burnt offering of each month throughout the months 
of the year. 15 And one male goat for a sin offering to the LORD; 
it shall be offered with its libation in addition to the continual 
burnt offering. 

Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 28-29)



Entrusting the Word to the FaithfulEntrusting the Word to the FaithfulEntrusting the Word to the FaithfulEntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copyright © Cecilia Perh 2009
www.etword.org

Monthly Offerings (v11-15)

• This was a new instruction to the priests. The Jewish people 

followed a lunar calendar (Leviticus 23) and “new moon” was 

joyfully celebrated by the nation as a whole (Numbers 10:10; 

Psalm 81:1-3) as well as by individual families (1 Samuel 

20:5,18,24).

• Israel was to make a new start with each new month.
BKC: On the first day of each month the community was to present
an enhanced burnt offering in addition to the regular one just 
described. This must consist of two young bulls, one ram, and 
seven male lambs a year old, all without defect. With each animal 
there must be an appropriate grain offering and drink offering. Also 
the New Moon festival was to include the offering of one male 
goat… as a sin offering. Earlier the Lord had instructed that the 
blowing of trumpets be an integral part of the New Moon festivities 
(Num_10:10).
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BBC on Numbers 28

Chaps. 28, 29 In these chapters, the people are reminded of the offerings and feasts which were to be observed in the 
land.

Daily offerings:
• Continual burnt offering, morning and evening, with a grain offering and drink offering included (28:3-8).
• Every day in life, so long as the temple stood, the following sacrifices had to be carried out both morning and evening (28:3-8).

– Every morning and every evening a one-year-old male lamb . . . without spot or blemish was offered as a burnt offering. 
Along with it there was offered a grain offering, which consisted of one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour . . . mixed with a 
quarter of a hin of pure oil. Also there was a drink offering, which consisted of a quarter of a hin of wine.

– There was an offering of incense before these offerings in the morning, and after them in the evening. Ever since there was a 
Jewish temple, and so long as the temple continued to exist, this routine of sacrifice went on. There was a kind of priestly 
treadmill of sacrifice. Moffatt speaks of "the levitical drudges" who, day in and day out, kept offering these sacrifices. There was 
no end to this process, and when all was said and done, it still left men conscious of their sin and alienation from God.

Weekly offerings:
• Weekly burnt offering, on each Sabbath, with grain offering and drink offering (28:9-10).
Monthly offerings:
• Burnt offering on the first day of each month, with grain offering and drink offering (28:11-14).
• Sin offering (28:15).
Feasts of Jehovah:
• Passover—fourteenth day of first month (28:16).
• Feast of Unleavened Bread—fifteenth day to twenty-first day of first month (28:17-25).
• Feast of weeks (28:26-31).

– Note: The day of the firstfruits (v. 26) should not be confused with the Feast of Firstfruits (Lev_23:9-14).
• Feast of Trumpets—first day of seventh month (Num_29:1-6).
• Day of Atonement—tenth day of seventh month (Num_29:7-11).
• Feast of Tabernacles—fifteenth day through twenty-first day of the seventh month (Num_29:12-34). There was a special Sabbath 

observance on the eighth day (Num_29:35-39).
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LambsBulls Rams One male 
goat each 
day for 
eight 
days

with matching 
drink offerings 
following pattern 
above

(+ daily offerings)

with matching grain +
offerings following pattern above

(+ daily offerings)

Days

Feast of 
Tabernacles

(Booths)

(Lev_23:33-
36, 39, 43; 
Num_29:12-
38)

Passover/

Unleavened

Bread 
Festival

Each of 
the seven 
days: 
One male 
goat

1/2 hin wine
1/3 hin wine
¼ hin wine

¼ hin wine
( + daily offerings)

3/10 ephah fine flour/oil +
2/10 ephah fine flour/oil +
1/10 ephah fine flour/oil +

2/10 ephah fine flour/oil +
+ a sheaf of firstfruits as a wave 
offering (+ regular offering) 

After Passover each day for 
seven days:
Two young bulls, each +
One ram +
Seven male lambs each +
On second day after Passover:
One male lamb (extra) +
(plus “regular burnt offerings”)A

N
N
U
A
L

One male 
goat

1/2 hin wine
1/3 hin wine
¼ hin wine
( + daily offerings)

3/10 ephah fine flour/oil +
2/10 ephah fine flour/oil +
1/10 ephah fine flour/oil +
( + daily offerings)

Two young bulls, each +
One ram +
Seven male lambs each +
(plus “regular burnt offerings”)

Monthly New 
Moon 
(Num_28:11-15)

drink offering 
(+daily offerings)

2/10 ephah fine flour (+ daily 
offering)

Two male lambs (+ “regular 
burnt offerings”)

Weekly Sabbath 
(Lev_23:3; 
Num_28:9-10)

¼ hin fermented 
drink (with each 
lamb)

1/10 ephah fine flour + ¼ hin
olive oil (with each lamb)

One male lamb morning and 
evening = “regular burnt 
offerings”

Daily Service 
(Exo_29:38-42; 
Num_28:3-8)

SinFellowshipDrinkGrainBurnt

Calendrical Offerings

One ephah = ½ bushel, 
about 8 quarts. 

One hin = 
about ½ quart.
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J Vernon McGee

That burnt offering, speaking of the Person of Christ, all went up in smoke; it all 
ascended to God. And this is the aspect of this sacrifice that is all important. When 
we come to chapter 29, we find it is a continuation of the laws of the offerings. God 
wanted His people to come to Him with joy on these wonderful, high, holy days, the 
feast days. The exception was the Day of Atonement.

God did not want His people to spend a life of mourning. There was only one day 
of mourning. All the others were feasts of joy. There were the sin offerings and the 
trespass offerings. Christ has atoned for our sins on the cross. How we needed that! 
But the emphasis is on the burnt offerings, the burnt offering continually every day 
and the burnt offerings of the feast days. God is delighted in His Son.

All of the details speak of our Savior and how wonderful He is. He is a sweet 
savor offering; that is who He is. He is the non-sweet savor offering; that is what He 
did. He was made sin for us, He who knew no sin. I am the sinner, but He died in my 
stead so that I might be made the righteousness of God in Him. He took my place 
down here and He has given me His place up there. If you are saved today, you 
have as much right in heaven as Christ has. Did you know that? You have His right 
to be there, and if you don't have His right, then you have no business there—in 
fact, you won't be there. We are accepted in the Beloved. That is the basis on which 
God receives us. If you are in Him, you just can't improve on that at all. How 
wonderful this is.
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Israel’s Agricultural Calendar

� Passover
� Unleavened
Bread

� First-fruits

� Israel’s calendar was an agricultural one, based on the moon. A lunar cycle requires 29 days, 12 
hours 44 minutes 2.8 seconds between two successive new moons. ∴∴∴∴Marcheshvan, as often as 
necessary, is lengthened to 30 days.

� Yom Kippur (Atonement) can’t be on a Friday or a Sunday because of the great inconvenience of 
preparing food.  Rosh Hashanah (Trumpets) can’t occur on Sunday, Wednesday or Friday. 
Therefore adjustments were made to Marcheshvan & Kislev in the preceding year.

� The calendar on the Internet is the calendar for Israel in the EXILE, now that Israel is back in the 
land, the Lord has raised up a group of rabbis who formed the Society of the New Moon who are 
proclaiming the holy convocations of the Lord by looking for the new moon and by making sure 
the barley is “aviv” (in the ear, Ex 9:31).

� Pentecost � 9 Av
Destruction
of Jerusalem
+ Temple
BC 586
AD 70

� Trumpets 
� Atonement
� Tabernacles

� Dedication
(Hanukkah)
John 10:22
8 days
25 Kislev - Tebeth

� Purim
14,15 Adar
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Summer – Age of the Predominantly Gentile Church

MillenniumRev 20:4
Lev 23:42

Zech 14:16-18
Booths or 
Tabernacles

Nation of Israel 
Mourns

Matt 24:30-31

Heb 9:1-14
Lev 23:27; 25:9Atonement

Coronation of Christ 
in Heaven

Dan 7:9-14Lev 23:24Trumpets

Outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit

Acts 2:1Lev 23:16
Weeks or 
Pentecost

Christ the First-fruits 
raised from the Dead

1 Cor 15:27Lev 23:10First-fruits

Holy Walk of 
Believers 

1 Cor 5:7-8Lev 23:6
Unleavened 
Bread

Jesus the Passover 
slain for our sins

1 Cor 5:7Lev 23:5Passover

MillenniumHeb 4:9Exo 20:8Sabbath

SignificanceNTOTFeast

The Hebrew Calendar
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Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 28-29)

Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread (Numbers 28:16-25)

16 'Then on the fourteenth day of the first month shall be the LORD's
Passover. 17 And on the fifteenth day of this month shall be a feast, 
unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days. 18 On the first day shall 
be a holy convocation; you shall do no laborious work. 19 And you shall 
present an offering by fire, a burnt offering to the LORD: two bulls and one 
ram and seven male lambs one year old, having them without defect. 
20 And for their grain offering, you shall offer fine flour mixed with oil: 
three-tenths of an ephah for a bull and two-tenths for the ram. 21 A tenth of 
an ephah you shall offer for each of the seven lambs, 22 and one male goat 
for a sin offering, to make atonement for you. 23 You shall present these 
besides the burnt offering of the morning, which is for a continual burnt 
offering. 24 After this manner you shall present daily, for seven days, the 
food of the offering by fire, of a soothing aroma to the LORD; it shall be 
presented with its libation in addition to the continual burnt offering.
25 And on the seventh day you shall have a holy convocation; you shall do 
no laborious work. 
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Southern / official Dating

6 am 6 am

5. The Memorial (Luke 22:15-20)
The Lord’s Supper inaugurated (1 Cor 11:25-26)

* to commemorate the New Covenant in His blood (v25) 

* to commemorate Jesus’ death (v26)

Our Response
1 Cor 5:8 celebrate the feast not with the leaven of malice & wickedness 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity & truth

Luke 22:19; 1 Cor 11:24-25 - do this in remembrance of Jesus

1 Cor 11:26 - proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes

Northern Dating

Pharisees

15 Nisan

6 pm                                        6 pm6 pm

Sadducees (Ex, Lev, Num)

14 Nisan

Fulfillments:

1. The Lamb
Jesus = the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (Jn 1:29)

2. The Choosing and Slaying of the Lamb
10th Nisan = Triumphal entry - the Lamb on display

14th Nisan = Crucifixion - the Lamb slain (Jn 12:1, 12-13; Mt 26:1-2)

3. The Blood
1 Peter 1:18-19 - we are redeemed with previous blood as of a lamb 
unblemished & spotless = the blood of Christ

4. The Passover

When: 
Lev 23:5 - 1st month at twilight (Ex 12:6)

Ex 12:14 - a permanent ordinance

Deut 16:6 - in the evening at sunset at the time, you come out of Egypt

Where:
Deut 16:5 not in any of your towns

Deut 16:6 but at the place the LORD chooses to establish His name 

What / Details:

1. The Passover Lamb (Ex 12:1-14)
10th day - choose an unblemished male kid / lamb a year old (v3-5)

on the 14th day: * kill it at twilight (v6)

* put blood on 2 doorposts & lintel (v7)

* eat flesh that same night roasted with fire (v8,9)

* eat with unleavened bread & bitter herbs (v8)

* eat with loins girded … / in haste

Why? It is the LORD’s Passover (v11)

2. The LORD’s Passover
* I will go through Egypt on that night 

* I will strike down all the first-born both man & beast

* I will execute judgment against all the gods of Egypt (v12)

* The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live (v13)

* When I see the blood, I will pass over you & no plague will destroy you 
(v13)

3. Its Significance

a. Present:
blood     = sign that you’re under God’s protection / covenant

= no judgment / no plague

this day = memorial (v14)

* of God delivering His people from bondage to Egypt

* of God’s protection in the midst of judgment

*  to remember the day you came out of Egypt in haste (Deut 16:3)

b. Future:
Passover = Crucifixion

Christ’s death to deliver us from sin

Passover, Pesach
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1. The first Passover is celebrated on 14th Nisan 
(Exodus 12:6)

2. Subsequent changes were made to the 
Passover. Over time, the majority, including the 
Pharisees, celebrated Passover on 15th Nisan, 
while the Sadducees and Jesus celebrated 
Passover on 14th Nisan.

3. Passover has several names: Preparation Day 
(Mark 15:42), the 1st day of Unleavened Bread 
(Mark 14:1,12; Matthew 26:17; Luke 22:1, 7)

Significance

1. Present
* a sign 

* a reminder of the LORD’s deliverance of Israel from 
Egypt on this day (Ex 13:3,8,9) and that the law of the 
LORD may be in your mouth (Ex 13:9)

2. Future
1 Cor 5:7 - clean out the old leaven

1 Cor 5:8 - celebrate the feast not with the leaven of 
malice & wickedness but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity & truth

= the holy walk of the believer

= the separate life of the redeemed

When:
* 15-21 Nisan (Lev 23:6-8; Dt 12:18)

* throughout your generations

* a permanent ordinance (Ex 12:17)

* in the month of Abib (Ex 13:4)

Where: 
* in all your dwellings (Ex 12:20)

What:
* on the 1st & 7th day - a holy assembly (Lev 23:18; Ex 
12:16)

* no work to be done at all (Ex 12:13; Lev 23:7)

* eat unleavened bread for 7 days (Ex 12:15,18,20; 
13:3,6) = bread of affliction (Dt 16:3)

* 1st day - remove leaven from your houses (Ex 12:5

in all your borders (Ex 13:7)

* 7th day - a feast to the LORD (Ex 13:6)

* tell your son, “It is because of what the LORD did for 
me when I came out of Egypt.” (Ex 3\13:8)

Penalties
eat anything leavened from 1st - 7th day

= cut off from Israel (Ex 12:15,19) 

whether alien or nations (Ex 15:19)

The Feast of Unleavened Bread is an agricultural 
celebration - it forms a double festival with 
Passover.

Feast of Unleavened Bread



Entrusting the Word to the FaithfulEntrusting the Word to the FaithfulEntrusting the Word to the FaithfulEntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copyright © Cecilia Perh 2009
www.etword.org

Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 28-29)

The Feast of Weeks (Numbers 28:26-30)

26 Also on the day of the first fruits, when you present a new 
grain offering to the LORD in your Feast of Weeks, you shall 
have a holy convocation; you shall do no laborious work. 
27 And you shall offer a burnt offering for a soothing aroma to 
the LORD, two young bulls, one ram, seven male lambs one year 
old, 28 and their grain offering, fine flour mixed with oil, three-
tenths of an ephah for each bull, two-tenths for the one ram, 29 a 
tenth for each of the seven lambs, 30 one male goat to make 
atonement for you. 31 Besides the continual burnt offering and 
its grain offering, you shall present them with their libations. 
They shall be without defect.

Clarke: Without blemish - This is to be understood as applying, not only to the 
animals, but also to the flour, wine, and oil; every thing must be perfect in its 
kind.
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3. Believers betrothed to Christ (2 Cor 11:2-3), 
awaiting the Marriage of the Lamb and Wedding 
Supper (Rev 19:7-8)

3. Marriage Contract between God & Israel (Jer
2:2)   a. betrothal

b. consummation

4. Birth of the New Man - Jew & Gentiles, believers 
in Christ (Acts 2; Eph 2:11-3:7)

4. Birth of Israel as a nation

2. Giving of Holy Spirit; Law written on hearts

Holy Spirit Given

a. 50 days from resurrection of Christ

b. Torah of Yahweh written on hearts

c. the Spirit of the Law

d. written by the Spirit of God

e. on Mt. Zion

f. 3,000 saved

2. Celebration of new Revelation of God’s will 
on Mt. Sinai

Torah Given

a. 50 days from crossing the Sea

b. Torah of Yahweh written on stone

c. the letter of the Law

d. written by the finger of God

e. on Mt. Sinai

f. 3,000 slain

1. From Passover to Pentecost, believers are on a 
spiritual journey to a greater revelation of God

1. Counting of Omer = time of Great 
Anticipation of Meeting God

Future SignificanceSignificance

When: 50 days after the 7th Sabbath (Lev 23:16)

Where: in the place where the Lord chose to establish His name (Deut 16:11)

What: 1. Counting of the Omer = sheaf

2. Offering of 2 loaves of leavened bread (12”x21”x3”) – fine flour

3. Holy Convocation (Le 23:21; Nu 28:26); concern for needy (Deut 16:11)

4. Time of Rejoicing before the Lord (Deut 16:11)

Pentecost (Shauvot) = Annual Sabbath
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Matthew Henry on Numbers 29

Numbers 29 - This chapter appoints the offerings that were 
to be made by fire unto the Lord in the three great 
solemnities of the seventh month.  

I. In the feast of trumpets on the first day of that month 
(Num_29:1-6).  

II. In the day of atonement on the tenth day (Num_29:7-11).  
III. In the feast of tabernacles on the fifteenth day and the seven 

days following (Num_29:12-38). 
IV. And then the conclusion of these ordinances (Num_29:39, 40).
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Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 28-29)

The Feast of Trumpets (Numbers 29:1-6)

1 'Now in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you 
shall also have a holy convocation; you shall do no laborious 
work. It will be to you a day for blowing trumpets. 2 And you 
shall offer a burnt offering as a soothing aroma to the LORD: 
one bull, one ram, and seven male lambs one year old without 
defect; 3 also their grain offering, fine flour mixed with oil, three-
tenths of an ephah for the bull, two-tenths for the ram, 4 and 
one-tenth for each of the seven lambs. 5 And offer one male 
goat for a sin offering, to make atonement for you, 6 besides the 
burnt offering of the new moon, and its grain offering, and the 
continual burnt offering and its grain offering, and their 
libations, according to their ordinance, for a soothing aroma, an 
offering by fire to the LORD. 
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What: 

1/ rest

2/ reminder

3/ holy convocation 

no work, 

offerings

The Shofar is Symbolic of:

1. shape curved

2. sound – broken, series of ‘staccato’
blasts

3. purpose to awaken & inspire everyone to 
remember their Creator, forsake evil ways & 
return to God

The Four Different Sounds of the Shofar

1. tekiah

2. shevarim

3. teruah

4. tekiah gedolah

When: 1st day 7th month, Tishri 

Use of Shofar / Silver Trumpets

1. to summon congregation

2. for camps to set out

3. for convening the assembly

4. for war

5. over burnt & peace offerings

6. in day of your gladness, appointed feasts 
and first days of Jubilee year

7. at start of Jubilee year

8. during coronation service for new king

9. sign of re-gathering of the dispersed 
(Great trumpet)  (Is 27:13)

10. arrival of Messiah for war (Zech 9:14)

11. final re-gathering of the elect (Great 
Trumpet) (Is 27:13; Mt 24:31)

12. proclaim the Resurrection of the dead –
last trump (1Th 4:11-17; 1Cor 15:51-54)

Trumpets (Rosh Hashannah) = Annual Sabbath
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Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 28-29)

The Day of Atonement (Numbers 29:7-11)

7 'Then on the tenth day of this seventh month you shall have a 
holy convocation, and you shall humble yourselves; you shall 
not do any work. 8 And you shall present a burnt offering to the 
LORD as a soothing aroma: one bull, one ram, seven male 
lambs one year old, having them without defect; 9 and their 
grain offering, fine flour mixed with oil, three-tenths of an ephah
for the bull, two-tenths for the one ram, 10 a tenth for each of the 
seven lambs; 11 one male goat for a sin offering, besides the sin 
offering of atonement and the continual burnt offering and its 
grain offering, and their libations.
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Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement

Isaiah 63:4 – The Return of 
Messiah

Lev 25:8-12 – occurs at the 50th year, all 
debts are annulled and the land returns to its 
owner

The Year of Jubilee

Hebrews 9:6-12, 24-26 – Christ 
entered into heaven itself to place 
His blood on Heaven’s Mercy 
Seat
Hebrews 10:1-14 – Christ’s 
Perfect Sacrifice perfected for all 
time those who are being 
sanctified
Neilah signifies the closing of the 
gates of salvation to Gentiles (s. 
Rom 11:25-27)

Leviticus 23:27-32 – Regulations for the Day 
of Atonement
Leviticus 16 – Detailed Instructions for the 
Day of Atonement
Numbers 29:7-11 - Sacrifices for the Day of 
Atonement
Neilah signifies the hour of the closing of the 
Gates of Repentance, and stresses the 
urgency of repentance so that the penitent 
can still enjoy the refreshment of forgiveness 
before the Day of Atonement is ended and 
the opportunity has been lost.

SignificanceFacts
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Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 28-29)

The Feast of Tabernacles (Numbers 29:12-38)

12 'Then on the fifteenth day of the seventh month you shall 
have a holy convocation; you shall do no laborious work, and 
you shall observe a feast to the LORD for seven days. 13 And 
you shall present a burnt offering, an offering by fire as a 
soothing aroma to the LORD: thirteen bulls, two rams, fourteen 
male lambs one year old, which are without defect, 14 and their 
grain offering, fine flour mixed with oil, three-tenths of an ephah
for each of the thirteen bulls, two-tenths for each of the two 
rams, 15 and a tenth for each of the fourteen lambs; 16 and one 
male goat for a sin offering, besides the continual burnt offering, 
its grain offering and its libation. 
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Adam Clarke on Numbers 29:12

Num 29:12 - On the fifteenth day of the seventh month - On this day there 
was to be a solemn assembly, and for seven days sacrifices were to be offered; 
on the first day thirteen young bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs. On each 
succeeding day one bullock less, till on the seventh day there were only seven, 
making in all seventy. What an expensive service! How should we magnify God 
for being delivered from it! Yet these were all the taxes they had to pay. At the 
public charge there were annually offered to God, independently of trespass-
offerings and voluntary vows, fifteen goats, twenty-one kids, seventy-two rams, 
one hundred and thirty-two bullocks, and eleven hundred and one lambs! But 
how little is all this when compared with the lambs slain every year at the 
passover, which amounted in one year to the immense number of 255,600 slain 
in the temple itself, which was the answer that Cestius, the Roman general, 
received when he asked the priests how many persons had come to Jerusalem 
at their annual festivals; the priests, numbering the people by the lambs that had 
been slain, said, “twenty-five myriads, five thousand and six hundred.”
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Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 28-29)

The Feast of Tabernacles (Numbers 29:12-38)

17 'Then on the second day: twelve bulls, two rams, fourteen 

male lambs one year old without defect; 18 and their grain 

offering and their libations for the bulls, for the rams and for the 

lambs, by their number according to the ordinance; 19 and one 

male goat for a sin offering, besides the continual burnt offering

and its grain offering, and their libations. 

20 'Then on the third day: eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen 
male lambs one year old without defect; 21 and their grain 
offering and their libations for the bulls, for the rams and for the 
lambs, by their number according to the ordinance; 22 and one 
male goat for a sin offering, besides the continual burnt offering
and its grain offering and its libation. 
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Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 28-29)

The Feast of Tabernacles (Numbers 29:12-38)

23 ‘Then on the fourth day: ten bulls, two rams, fourteen male 
lambs one year old without defect; 24 their grain offering and 
their libations for the bulls, for the rams and for the lambs, by 
their number according to the ordinance; 25 and one male goat 
for a sin offering, besides the continual burnt offering, its grain 
offering and its libation.

26 'Then on the fifth day: nine bulls, two rams, fourteen male 
lambs one year old without defect; 27 and their grain offering
and their libations for the bulls, for the rams and for the lambs, 
by their number according to the ordinance; 28 and one male 
goat for a sin offering, besides the continual burnt offering and 
its grain offering and its libation.
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Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 28-29)

The Feast of Tabernacles (Numbers 29:12-38)

29 ‘Then on the sixth day: eight bulls, two rams, fourteen 
male lambs one year old without defect; 30 and their grain 
offering and their libations for the bulls, for the rams and for the 
lambs, by their number according to the ordinance; 31 and one 
male goat for a sin offering, besides the continual burnt offering, 
its grain offering and its libations. 

32 'Then on the seventh day: seven bulls, two rams, fourteen 
male lambs one year old without defect; 33 and their grain 
offering and their libations for the bulls, for the rams and for the 
lambs, by their number according to the ordinance; 34 and one 
male goat for a sin offering, besides the continual burnt offering, 
its grain offering and its libation.
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Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 28-29)

The Feast of Tabernacles (Numbers 29:12-38)

35 'On the eighth day you shall have a solemn assembly; you 

shall do no laborious work. 36 But you shall present a burnt 

offering, an offering by fire, as a soothing aroma to the LORD: 

one bull, one ram, seven male lambs one year old without 

defect; 37 their grain offering and their libations for the bull, for 

the ram and for the lambs, by their number according to the 

ordinance; 38 and one male goat for a sin offering, besides the

continual burnt offering and its grain offering and its libation.

Clarke: On the eighth day ye shall have a solemn assembly - This among the Jews was 
esteemed the chief or high day of the feast, though fewer sacrifices were offered on it than on the 
others; the people seem to have finished the solemnity with a greater measure of spiritual 
devotion, and it was on this day of the feast that our blessed Lord called the Jews from the letter 
to the spirit of the law, proposing himself as the sole fountain whence they could derive the 
streams of salvation, Joh_7:37. 
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Revelation 21:1-8 – In eternity, God tabernacles with His people10. Shmini Atzeret (the 8th day, Solemn 
Assembly)

Never stop studying the Word (Psalm 119:105)
* Jesus' Circumcision (Luke 2:21)

9. Simchat Torah – the Rejoicing in the 
Law

John 7:37-398. Hoshana-Rabbah Ceremony

Jesus is the light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5); 
Believers are to be lights in the world (Matthew 5:14-16)

7. Temple Lighting Ceremony
Jesus is living water (John 4:14)6. Water Libation Ceremony

1. etrog/citron
2. lulav/palm branches
3. hadesim/myrtle
4. aravot/willow

etrog represents 
Gentiles who join 
themselves to Israel

Zechariah 14:16-18; Isaiah 43:10; Revelation 14:1-75. Feast of the Nations

Matthew 13:39

Revelation 7:9-17

3. Festival of Ingathering and the fruit 
harvest / Waving of the Lulav (Neh 8:15-
18)

4. Feast of Dedication – celebrated after 
the Babylonian Captivity (Ezra 3:1-4)

Luke 2:10 – Jesus’ Birth
Daniel 12:12 – Blessedness

2. The Season of our Joy (Neh 8:17)

* spiritual pilgrims/aliens
* booth reps our physical bodies
*symbolizes men’s dependence on God for food & water

1. Commemorates life during wilderness 
wanderings (Lev 23:43)

Future SignificanceSignificance

What:
1. Holy Convocation on 1st & 8th day
2. live in booths (insecure, temporary) => God is our Shelter, therefore 
don’t hold to material things (s. Isaiah 25:4)
3. you shall rejoice (Leviticus 23:40; Deuteronomy 16:14)

When: 15-22 Tishri
Where: place God chooses to establish His 
name (Deuteronomy 16:15)

Feast of Tabernacles/Booths (Succot)
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Laws Concerning Offerings (Numbers 28-29)

The Summary (Numbers 29:39-40)

39 'You shall present these to the LORD at your appointed 

times, besides your votive offerings and your freewill offerings, 

for your burnt offerings and for your grain offerings and for your 

libations and for your peace offerings.'" 40 And Moses spoke to 

the sons of Israel in accordance with all that the LORD had 

commanded Moses.
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The Feast of Tabernacles (v12-39)

• This joyful harvest festival began 5 days after the Day 
of Atonement and lasted for a week. During that week, 

the priests offered over 200 sacrifices, including the 

daily burnt offerings (2 lambs) which were doubled on 

the Sabbath. This feast looks forward to the time 

when God will fulfill the kingdom promises made to 

Israel and the nation would rejoice in their bountiful 

land.
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Lessons for Believers

• All of these sacrifices are fulfilled in Jesus Christ (Heb 10:1-18). The blood of 
animals can never take away sin (Heb 10:1-4) but the blood of Jesus 
cleanses us from all sin (1John 1:7; Eph 1:7; Rev 1:5). These sacrifices had 
to be repeated on a regular schedule, but the sacrifice of Jesus at Calvary 
accomplished eternal salvation once for all (Heb 9:24-28; 10:11-14).

• The nation could not have functioned without the ministry of the priests. They 
represented the people before God and offered the sacrifices that He 
required. Today Christ is the believer’s High Priest in haven (Heb 4:14-16) 
and “ever lives to make intercession for us” (Heb 7:25). He is our advocate 
(1John 2:1-3) and mediator in heaven (1Tim 2:5; Heb 8:6; 12:24).



Entrusting the Word to the FaithfulEntrusting the Word to the FaithfulEntrusting the Word to the FaithfulEntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copyright © Cecilia Perh 2009
www.etword.org

Lessons for Believers

• These sacrifices were very expensive. Totally apart from the sacrifices 
that the people brought in their own personal worship, and the great 
number of lambs slain at Passover, each year the priests offered 113 
bulls, 32 rams, and 1,086 lambs! If God’s people under the Law could 
do this, how much more should we do who have experienced the grace 
of God!

• How thankful we should be that the ancient sacrificial system has been 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ, and that we have the privilege of coming into 
God’s presence at any time through the new and living way (Heb 10:19-
25). As priests of God, we can bring to Him our spiritual sacrifices (1Pet 
2:5,9): our bodies (Rom 12:1-2), people won to Christ (Rom 15:16), 
money and material gifts (Phil 4:18), worship and praise (Heb 13:16), 
good works (Heb 13:16), a broken heart (Ps 51:17), and believing
prayer (Ps 141:1-2).
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Marching in Victory and Defeat 

(Numbers 21)

A. The Power of God (v1-3)
B. The Grace of God (v4-9)
v4-5 Their Sin
v6 Their Punishment
v7 Their Repentance
v8-9 Their Deliverance
C. The Goodness of God (v10-20)
The Victory of God (v21-35)
v21-32 Victory over the Amorites
v33-35 Victory over Bashan

Balaam and the Moabites (Num 22-25)
Balaam and God’s Will (22:1-35)
• The King’s Request (22:1-20)
• The Donkey’s Resistance (22:21-30)
• The Angel’s Revelation (22:31-35)
Balaam and God’s Message (22:36-
24:25)
• The First Oracle (22:26-23:12) – a 
separated people
• The Second Oracle (23:13-26) – a 
conquering people
• The Third Oracle (23:27-24:14) – a 
prosperous people
• The Fourth Oracle (24:15-19) – a royal 
people
Balaam and God’s People (25:1-18)
• The Sin of Israel (25:1-9)
• The Courage of Phinehas (25:10-15)
• The Judgment of Midian (25:16-18)
Balaam and the Church Today
• The Way of Balaam (2 Peter 2:15)
• The Error of Balaam (Jude 11)
• The Teaching of Balaam (Revelation 
2:14)

Final Preparations for Entering Canaan (26:1-36:13)
A New Beginning (Numbers 26-30)
The Second Census (ch 26)

• The Tribal Inheritance (26:52-56)
•The Levitical Inheritance (26:57-62)

Daughters of Zelophehad (27:1-11) / The Family 
Inheritance/ Joshua appointed as Moses’ Successor 
(27:12-23)

• Moses and the Land (v12-14)
• Joshua the New Leader (v15-23)

Laws concerning Offerings & Vows (ch 28-30)
• Daily Offerings (28:1-10)
• Monthly Offerings (v11-15)
• Offerings for the Annual Fasts (28:16-29:40)
• Passover (v16)
• The Feast of Unleavened Bread (v17-25)
• The Feast of Weeks (v26-30)
• The Feast of Trumpets (29:1-6)
• The Day of Atonement (v7-11)
• The Feast of Tabernacles (v12-40)
• The Sanctity of Words (30:1-16)

• The Vow of a Man (v1-2)
• The Vow of a Single Woman (v3-8)
• The Vow of the Widow or a Divorcee (v9)
• The Vow of a Married Woman (v10-16)
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IV. In the Wilderness: Learning from the 
Lord (15:1-20:13)

1. About Sacrifices (15:1-31)

2. About Authority (15:32-17:13)

3. About Responsibility (ch 18)

4. About Purity (ch 19)

5. About Humility (20:1-13)

V. In Moab: A New Beginning from the Lord 
(20:14-36:13)

1. New Victories (20:14-21; 21:1-35)

2. A New Priest (20:22-29)

3. New Dangers (ch 22-25)

4. A New Generation (ch 26)

5. New Regulations (27:1-11)

6. A New Leader (27:12-23)

7. New Commitment to the Law (ch 28-30)

8. New Commitment to Battle (ch 31-32)

9. New Laws for the New Land (ch 33-36)

I. At Sinai: Obeying the Lord (1:1-9:14)

1. Numbering the Soldiers (1:1-54)

2. Organizing the Tribes (2:134)

3. Assigning the Duties (ch 3-4)

4. Purifying the People (ch 5-6)

5. Dedicating the Tabernacle (ch 7-8)

6. Celebrating the Passover (9:1-14)

II. To Kadesh: Tempting the Lord 

(9:15-12:16)

1. The Camp Marches (9:15-10:36)

2. The People Complain (ch 11)

3. Aaron and Miriam Criticize Moses (ch
12)

III. At Kadesh: Rebelling Against the Lord 
(ch 13-14)

1. Exploring the Promised Land (ch 13)

2. Refusing the Claim the Land (14:1-9)

3. Turning away from the Land (14:10-45)

Numbers: Man’s Failure and God’s Faithfulness (Num 14:8-9) (Wiersbe)
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