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onquest of the Promised Land

l. The Invasion of Canaan (1:1-5:12)

Il. The Conquest of Canaan (5:13-12:24)

A. Introduction: The Divine Commander (5:13-15)

B. The Central Campaign (chapters 6-8)
1. The Conquest of Jericho (chapter 6)
2. The Defeat at Ai (chapter 7)

3. The Victory at Ai (chapter 8)
a. The Strategy (8:1-8)
b. The Battle (8:9-29)
c. The Aftermath (v30-35)




The Strateqy (v1-8)

"Now the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not fear or be dismayed. Take all the
people of war with you and arise, go up to Ai; see, | have given into your
hand the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his land. 2And you shall do to
Ai and its king just as you did to Jericho and its king; you shall take only
its spoil and its cattle as plunder for yourselves. Set an ambush for the city

behind it."

BKC - at this crucial time in Joshua’s life it was good to be reminded and reassured that God was
ready to lead if Joshua were ready to listen to His plan, which he was.

God'’s plan involved using all the fighting men of Israel. Though the primary cause of the defeat
at Ai was Achan’s sin, a secondary cause was underrating the enemy (cf. Jos_7:3-4). That error
would now be rectified. God said for Joshua to go up and attack Ai and He promised to turn the
place of defeat into a place of victory.

K&D - N7y, to go up, is applied to the advance of an army against a hostile town,
mdependentlv of the question whether the town was situated upon an eminence or not, as
every town that had to be taken was looked upon as a height to be scaled, though as a fact
i?] this instance the army had really to ascend from Jericho to Ai, which was situated up in
the mountains

The Defeat at Ai (chapter 7)
®ntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copris Caslarerh 201
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The Strateqy (v1-8)

S0 Joshua rose with all the people of war to go up to Ai; and Joshua
chose 30,000 men, valiant warriors, and sent them out at night.

K&D - By “all the people of war” we are hardly to understand all the men out of the
whole nation who were capable of bearing arms; but as only a third of these were
contributed by the two tribes and a half to cross over into Canaan and take part in the
war, the other tribes also are not likely to have levied more than a third, say about
160,000, which would form altogether an army of about 200,000 men. But even such
an army as this seems out of all proportion to the size of Ai, with its 12,000 inhabitants
(Jos_8:25). On the other hand, however, we must bear in mind that the expression “all
the people of war” simply denotes the whole army, in contrast with the advice of the
spies that only a portion of the army should be sent (Jos_7:3), so that we are not
warranted in pressing the word “all” to absolutely; ...and also that this command of God
was not given with reference to the conquest of Ai alone, but applied at the same time
to the conquest of the whole land, which Joshua was not to attempt by sending out
detachments only, but was to carry out with the whole of the force at his command.

The Defeat at Ai (chapter 7)
®ntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copris Caslarerh 201



The Strateqy (v1-8)

*And he commanded them, saying, "See, you are going to ambush the city
from behind it. Do not go very far from the city, but all of you be ready.
Then | and all the people who are with me will approach the city. And it
will come about when they come out to meet us as at the first, that we will
flee before them. °And they will come out after us until we have drawn
them away from the city, for they will say, 'They are fleeing before us as at
the first.' So we will flee before them. "And you shall rise from your
ambush and take possession of the city, for the LORD your God will
deliver it into your hand. 8Then it will be when you have seized the city,
that you shall set the city on fire. You shall do it according to the word of
the LORD. See, | have commanded you."

The Defeat at Ai (chapter 7)
®ntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copris Caslarerh 201



K&D - As the distance from Gilgal to
Ai was about fifteen miles, and the
road runs pretty straight in a north-
westerly direction from Jericho
through the Wady Faran, the
detachment sent forward might easily
accomplish the distance in a night, so
as to arrive on the western side of Al
before the break of day. They were
then to hold themselves in readiness
to fight. He (Joshua) himself would
approach the town with the people of
war that remained with him; and if the
inhabitants of Ai should come out
against him as they did before, they
would flee before them till they had
drawn them quite away from their

town (Jos_8:5)
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onquest of the Promised Land

l. The Invasion of Canaan (1:1-5:12)

Il. The Conquest of Canaan (5:13-12:24)

A. Introduction: The Divine Commander (5:13-15)

B. The Central Campaign (chapters 6-8)
1. The Conquest of Jericho (chapter 6)
2. The Defeat at Ai (chapter 7)

3. The Victory at Ai (chapter 8)
a. The Strategy (8:1-8)
b. The Battle (8:9-29)
c. The Aftermath (v30-35)




The Battle (v9-29)

°So Joshua sent them away, and they went to the place of ambush and
remained between Bethel and Ai, on the west side of Ai; but Joshua spent
that night among the people. "°Now Joshua rose early in the morning and
mustered the people, and he went up with the elders of Israel before the
people to Ali.

JFB - 8:10 Joshua ... numbered the people - that is, the detachment of liers-in-wait; he
did this, to be furnished with clear evidence afterwards, that the work had been done
without any loss of men, whereby the people’s confidence in God would be strengthened
and encouragement given them to prosecute the war of invasion with vigor.

he and the elders of Israel - the chief magistrates and rulers, whose presence and
official authority were necessary to ensure that the cattle and spoil of the city might be
equally divided between the combatants and the rest of the people (Num_31:27) - a
military rule in Israel, that would have been very liable to be infringed, if an excited
soldiery, eager for booty, had been left to their own will.

The Defeat at Ai (chapter 7)
®ntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copris Caslarerh 201



The Battle (v9-29)

"Then all the people of war who were with him went up and drew near and
arrived in front of the city, and camped on the north side of Ai. Now there
was a valley between him and Ai. '2And he took about 5,000 men and set
them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, on the west side of the city. '°So
they stationed the people, all the army that was on the north side of the
city, and its rear guard on the west side of the city, and Joshua spent that
night in the midst of the valley.

The Defeat at Ai (chapter 7)
®ntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copris Caslarerh 201



JFB Beth-el, though lying quite near in the direction of west by north,
cannot be seen from Tell-el-hajar; two rocky heights rise between
both places, in the wady EI-Murogede, just as the laying of an
ambush to the west of Ai would require [Van De Velde; Robinson].

Lol 'ﬂl-; .

T ——
JFB - 8:13 Joshua went that night into the midst of the valley - The deep and steep-sided glen to the north of
Tell-el-hajar, into which one looks down from the tell, fully agrees with this account [Van De Velde]. Joshua himself
took up his position on the north side of “the ravine” - the deep chasm of the wady EI-Murogede; “that night” -
means, while it was dark, probably after midnight, or very early in the morning (Joh_20:1). The king of Ai, in the
early dawn, rouses his slumbering subjects and makes a hasty sally with all his people who were capable of
bearing arms, once more to surprise and annihilate them. Copyght© Cecia Perh 2011 g )
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The Battle (v9-29)

“And it came about when the king of Ai saw it, that the men of the city
hurried and rose up early and went out to meet Israel in battle, he and all
his people at the appointed place before the desert plain. But he did not
know that there was an ambush against him behind the city.

KJV - at a time appointed, before the plain;

JFB - 8:14 at a time appointed - either an hour concocted between the king and
people of Ai and those of Beth-el, who were confederates in this enterprise, or perhaps
they had fixed on the same time of day, as they had fought successfully against Israel
on the former occasion, deeming it a lucky hour (Jdg_20:38).

but he wist not that there were liers in ambush against him behind the city - It is
evident that this king and his subjects were little experienced in war; otherwise they
would have sent out scouts to reconnoiter the neighborhood: at all events, they would
not have left their town wholly unprotected and open. Perhaps an ambuscade may
have been a war stratagem hitherto unknown in that country, and among that people.

The Defeat at Ai (chapter 7)
®ntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copris Caslarerh 201



SAnd Joshua and all Israel pretended to be beaten before them, and fled
by the way of the wilderness. '°And all the people who were in the city
were called together to pursue them, and they pursued Joshua, and were
drawn away from the city. ’So not a man was left in Ai or Bethel who had
Pot glone out after Israel, and they left the city unguarded and pursued
srael.

T meltes
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Jos_8:16-17 - And all the people in the town
were called together to pursue the Israelites,
and were drawn away from the town, so that
not a man, i.e., not a single soldier who could
take part in the pursuit, remained either in Ai or
the neighbouring town of Bethel, and the town
stood open behind them. It is evident from
Jos_8:17 that the inhabitants of Bethel, which
was about three hours' journey from Al, took
part in the battle, probably in consequence of a
treaty which the king of Ai had made with them
in the expectation of a renewed and still
stronger attack on the part of the Israelites.
Nothing further is known upon this point; nor
can anything be inferred from the fact that the
king of Bethel is included in the list of the kings
slain by Joshua (Jos_12:16). Consequently, we
cannot decide whether the Bethelites came to
the help of the Aites for the first time on the day
of the battle itself, or, what is more probable,
had already sent men to Ai, to help to repulse
the expected attack of the Israelites upon that
town.

Joshua 8:15-17 - Joshua and all Israel
made as if they were beaten hefore
them - the pretended flight in the direction
of the wilderness; that is, southeast, into
the Ghor, the desert valley of the Jordan,
decoyed all the inhabitants of Ai out of the
city, while the people of Beth-el hastened
to participate in the expected victory. It is
supposed by some, from “the city,” and not
“cities,” being spoken of, that the effective
force of Beth-el had been concentrated in
Ali, as the two places were closely
contiguous, and Ai the larger of the two.
(See Jos_12:9). It may be remarked,
however, that the words, “or Beth-el,” are
not in the Septuaqint, and are rejected by
some eminent scholars, as an interpolation
not found in the most ancient manuscripts.

Keil and Delitzsch

®Entrusting the Word to the Faithful

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown
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The Battle (v9-29)
8Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Stretch out the javelin that is in your
hand toward Ai, for | will give it into your hand." So Joshua stretched out
the javelin that was in his hand toward the city. ">’And the men in ambush
rose quickly from their place, and when he had stretched out his hand,
they ran and entered the city and captured it; and they quickly set the city
on fire. ?When the men of Ai turned back and looked, behold, the smoke of
the city ascended to the sky, and they had no place to flee this way or that,
for the people who had been fleeing to the wilderness turned against the

pursuers.

The Defeat at Ai (chapter 7)
®ntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copris Caslarerh 201




JFB - 8:18-25 Joshua stretched out the spear that he had in his hand toward the city - The
uplifted spear had probably a flag, or streamer on it, to render it the more conspicuous from the
height where he stood. At the sight of this understood signal the ambush nearest the city,
informed by their scouts, made a sudden rush and took possession of the city, telegraphing to
their brethren by raising a smoke from the walls. Upon seeing this, the main body, who had been
feigning a flight, turned round at the head of the pass upon their pursuers, while the twenty-five
thousand issuing from their ambuscade, fell back upon their rear. The Ai-ites surprised, looked
back, and found their situation now desperate.

Ambush Force (5K men)

i
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The Battle (v9-29)

21\When Joshua and all Israel saw that the men in ambush had captured the
city and that the smoke of the city ascended, they turned back and slew
the men of Ai. 2And the others came out from the city to encounter them,
so that they were trapped in the midst of Israel, some on this side and
some on that side; and they slew them until no one was left of those who
survived or escaped. 2But they took alive the king of Ai and brought him
to Joshua. #Now it came about when Israel had finished killing all the
inhabitants of Ai in the field in the wilderness where they pursued them,
and all of them were fallen by the edge of the sword until they were
destroyed, then all Israel returned to Ai and struck it with the edge of the
sword. 2And all who fell that day, both men and women, were 12,000 - all
the people of Ai. 2For Joshua did not withdraw his hand with which he
stretched out the javelin until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of
Ai.

The Defeat at Ai (chapter 7)
®ntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copris Caslarerh 201



The Battle (v9-29)

*lsrael took only the cattle and the spoil of that city as plunder for
themselves, according to the word of the LORD which He had commanded
Joshua. So Joshua burned Ai and made it a heap forever, a desolation
until this day. 22And he hanged the king of Ai on a tree until evening; and at
sunset Joshua gave command and they took his body down from the tree,
and threw it at the entrance of the city gate, and raised over it a great heap
of stones that stands to this day.

BKC - Thus Israel, restored to God'’s favor, won a great victory.
After failure came a second chance. One defeat or failure does
not signal the end of a believer’s usefulness for God.

BBC - Victory in the Christian life is not the absence of conflict
but the presence and protection of God in the midst of conflict.

The Defeat at Ai (chapter 7)
®ntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copris Caslarerh 201



onquest of the Promised Land

l. The Invasion of Canaan (1:1-5:12)

Il. The Conquest of Canaan (5:13-12:24)

A. Introduction: The Divine Commander (5:13-15)

B. The Central Campaign (chapters 6-8)
1. The Conquest of Jericho (chapter 6)
2. The Defeat at Ai (chapter 7)

3. The Victory at Ai (chapter 8)
a. The Strategy (8:1-8)
b. The Battle (8:9-29)
c. The Aftermath (v30-35)




The Aftermath (v30-35)
a. Praise to Yahweh

Then Joshua built an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, in Mount Ebal,
Sljust as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded the sons of
Israel, as it is written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of uncut
stones, on which no man had wielded an iron tool; and they offered burnt
offerings on it to the LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings. 3°And he wrote
there on the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he had written, in
the presence of the sons of Israel.

BKC - Joshua 8:30-31 After the victory of Ai Joshua did a strange and militarily foolish
thing. Instead of securing the central sector of the land with further victories he led the
Israelites on a spiritual pilgrimage. Why? Simply because Moses... had commanded it
(Deu_27:1-8).

Without delay Joshua led the men, women, children, and cattle from their camp
at Gilgal northward up the Jordan Valley to the place specified, the mountains of Ebal
(Jos_8:30) and Gerizim (Jos_8:33) which are at Shechem. The march of about 30 miles
was not difficult or dangerous since they passed through a sparsely populated area. But
how did the Israelites avoid a confrontation with the men of the city of Shechem, a
fortress which guarded the entrance to the valley between the mountains?

The Defeat at Ai (chapter 7)

®ntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copris Caslarerh 201



The Bible does not record every battle of the Conquest and the record of the capture of
Shechem may have been omitted. Or the city at that time may have been in friendly hands or it
may simply have surrendered without resistance. But why was this location chosen? These
mountains are located in the geographic center of the land and from either peak much of the
Promised Land can be seen. Here then, in a place that represented all the land, both at the time
of entrance into Canaan and also when his leadership was ending (cf. Jos_24:1), Joshua
challenged the people to renew their covenant vows to the Lord.

The solemn and significant religious ceremonies at this location involved three things. First,
an altar of uncut stones was erected on Mount Ebal and sacrifices (consisting of burnt
offerings and fellowship offerings; cf. Lev_1:1-17; Lev_3:1-17) were offered to the Lord.
Jericho and A, in which false gods of the Canaanites were worshiped, had fallen. Israel now
publicly worshiped and proclaimed her faith in the one true God.

Joshua 8:32 Second, Joshua set up some large stones. On their surfaces he wrote a
copy of the Law of Moses. How much of the Law was inscribed is not stated. Some
suggest only the Ten Commandments were written, while others think the stone
inscription included the contents of at least Deuteronomy 5-26. Archeologists have
discovered similar inscribed pillars or stelae six to eight feet long in the Middle East. And
the Behistun Inscription in Iran is three times the length of Deuteronomy.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary

®ntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copris Caslarerh 201



The Aftermath (v30-35)
b. Obedience to Yahweh

33And all Israel with their elders and officers and their judges were
standing on both sides of the ark before the Levitical priests who carried
the ark of the covenant of the LORD, the stranger as well as the native. Half
of them stood in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount
Ebal, just as Moses the servant of the LORD had given command at first to
bless the people of Israel. **Then afterward he read all the words of the

law, the blessing and the curse, according to all that is written in the book
of the law. *There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded which
Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel with the women and
the little ones and the strangers who were living among them.

The Defeat at Ai (chapter 7)
®ntrusting the Word to the Faithful Copris Caslarerh 201



Joshua 8:33-35 Third, Joshua read... the Law to the people. Half of the
people were positioned on the slopes of Mount Gerizim to the south, the other
half were on the slopes of Mount Ebal to the north, and the ark of the
covenant surrounded by priests was in the valley between. As the curses of
the Law were read one by one, the tribes on Mount Ebal responded, “Amen!” As
the blessings were likewise read the tribes on Mount Gerizim responded
‘Amen!” (Deu_11:29; Deu_27:12-26) The huge natural amphitheater which still
exists there made it possible for the people to hear every word and with all
Isincczleritv Israel affirmed that the Law of the Lord was indeed to be the Law of the
and.

From this point on the history of the Jews depended on their attitude toward
the Law which had been read in their hearing that day. When they were obedient
there was blessing; when they were disobedient there was judgment (cf.
DQuR|28:1-68). It is tragic that the affirmations of this momentous hour faded so
quickly.
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l. The Invasion of Canaan (1:1-5:12)

A. The commissioning of Joshua (chap. 1)
1. Joshua’s listening to the Lord (1:1-9)
2. Joshua’s commanding the officers (1:10-15)
3. Joshua’s receiving support from the people (1:16-18)

B. The spying out of Jericho (chap. 2)
1. The spies’ commission to Jericho (2:1)
2. The spies’ shielding by Rahab (2:2-7)
3. The spies’ intelligence information from Rahab (2:8-11)
4. The spies’ promise to Rahab (2:12-21)
5. The spies’ return to Joshua (2:22-24)
C. The crossing of the Jordan (chap. 3)
1. Preparation for the crossing (3:1-4)
2. Consecration for the crossing (3:5-13)
3. Completion of the crossing (3:14-17)
D. The erecting of memorials (chap. 4)

E. The consecration of the Israelites (5:1-12)
1. The renewal of circumcision (5:1-9)
2. The celebration of the Passover (5:10)
3. The appropriation of the land’s produce (5:11-12)

IIl. The Conquest of Canaan (5:13-12:24)
A. Introduction: The divine Commander (5:13-15)

B. The central campaign (chaps. 6-8)
1. The conquest of Jericho (chap. 6)
2. The defeat at Ai (chap. 7)
3. The victory at Ai (chap. 8)
C. The southern campaign (chaps. 9-10)
1. The alliance with the Gibeonites (chap. 9)
2. The defense of the Gibeonites (chap. 10)
D. The northern campaign (11:1-15)
1. The confederation (11:1-5)
2. The conflict (11:6-15)
E. The review of the victories (11:16-12:24)
1. The conquered areas (11:16-23)
2. The conquered kings (chap. 12)

lll. The Division of Canaan (chaps. 13-21)

A. The portions for the two and one-half tribes (chap. 13)
1. The divine command to divide the land (13:1-7)
2. The special grant to the Eastern tribes (13:8-33)

B. The portion for Caleb (chap. 14)
1. Introduction (14:1-5)
2. Caleb at Kadesh Barnea (14:6-9)
3. Caleb during the wilderness wanderings and the Conquest
(14:10-11)
4. Caleb at Hebron (14:12-15)
C. The portions for the nine and one-half tribes (15:1-19:48)
1. The allotment for the tribe of Judah (chap. 15)
2. The allotments for the Joseph tribes (chaps. 16-17)
3. The allotments for the remaining tribes (18:1-19:48)
D. The portions for Joshua, manslayers, and Levites
(19:49-21:45)
1. The special provision for Joshua (19:49-51)
2. The assignment of cities of refuge (chap. 20)
3. The appointment of Levitical cities (21:1-42)
4. Summary of the Conquest and distribution (21:43-45)

IV. Conclusion (chaps. 22-24)

A. A border dispute (chap. 22)
1. The admonition of Joshua (22:1-8)
2. The symbolic action of the Eastern tribes (22:9-11)
3. The threat of war (22:12-20)
4. The defense of the Eastern tribes (22:21-29)
5. The reconciliation of the tribes (22:30-34)
B. The last days of Joshua (23:1-24:28)
1. Joshua’s final challenge to the leaders (chap. 23)
2. Joshua'’s final charge to the people (24:1-28)

C. The appendix (24:29-33)
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